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S  I  R, 

np HE  difterriper  of  the  horned  cattle  is 
1,  a  matter  of  fo  much  confequence  to 
the  nation,  that  1  cannot  doubt  but  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  fubjeft  will  diffidently  plead 
my  excufe  for  making  this  add  refs  to  you. 

It  has  now  continued  a  very  long  time 
among  us,  vaft  numbers  of  cattle  have  been 
loft,  and  a  great  many  farmers  have  been 
very  much  hurt  and  impoverifhed.  And  if 
it  ffiould  go  on  to  fpread  through  the 
kingdom,  and  to  rage  to  that  degree  which 
it  has  done  lately  in  many  parts,  it  muft 
become  a  great  and  general  calamity,  for¬ 
midable  to  all  ranks  and  conditions  of  mem 
For  if  the  farmers  and  graziers  are  ruined  by 
the  lofs  of  their  cattle,  the  landlords  muft  fail 
of  their  rents,  trade  of  all  kinds  muft  be 
greatly  affeded,  the  poor  labourers  muft 
many  of  them  want  employment  to  earn 
their  bread,  and  provi lions  of  all  kinds,  ex¬ 
cept  corn  only,  muft  be  fcarce  and  dear* 
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And  as  the  laws  hitherto  made,  with  a 
view  to  pat  a  flop  to  this  diftemper,  have 
riot  had  the  defir ed  effed,  fo  that  we  feem 
now  to  have  even  lefs  profped  of  getting  rid 
of  it  than  we  had  feverai  years  ago ;  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  to  fend  you  feme  thoughts 
I  have  had  upon  this  fubjed,  and  to  mention 
feme  alterations  and  additions  which  I  have 
wifhed  might  be  made  to  thofe  laws,  in  hopes 
of  rendering  them  more  effectual. 

The  firft  alteration  which  I  wifh  for,  is 
in  regard  to  the  one  mile  claufe ;  as  that  claufe, 
tho’  well  defigned,  feems  to  me  in  its  plain 
confequences,  to  tend  rather  to  deftroy  than 
to  fave  the  cattle.  For  if  all  cattle  that  are 
within  a  mile  of  the  diftemper,  both  fat  and 
1'ean,  muft  remain  where  they  are  till  the 
diftemper  is  ceafed  at  the  farm  where  it  firft 
began,  and  at  all  others  within  the  like  dis¬ 
tance  where  it  may  happen  to  come,  and  for 
forty  days  after,  it  is  running  the  hazard  of 
lofing  thofe  beafts  by  the  diftemper,  (and  in 
fame  cafes  by  ftarving  too^  and  alfo  of  fpread- 
iiig  the  infedion  from  them  to  others,  no 
body  knows  how  far.  Whereas,  if  cattle  that 
are  within  a  mile,  (which  may  be  as  found 
as  any  in  the  kingdom)  having  had  no  com- 
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munication  with  the  infedted  herd,  might  be 
removed  as  foon  as  ever  the  diftemper  ap¬ 
peared  at  that  firft  farm,  and  before  they 
could  poflibly  be  fuppofed  to  have  received 
any  infection ;  the  fat  ones  to  market,  and 
the  lean  ones  to  other  paftures :  it  would  not 
only  fecure  fo  many  cattle  from  that  infection 
reaching  them,  but  alfo  very  probably  make 
a  ftop  in  the  progrefs  of  the  diftemper,  by 
clearing  all  the  adjacent  lands  of  cattle,  and 
leaving  the  infedted  herd  to  themfelves.  It 
might  have  a  like  effect  in  this  cafe,  by  cutt¬ 
ing  off  all  communication,  as  blowing  up  a 
houfe  or  two  has  in  preventing  the  defolation 
of  a  fire.  But  as  mankind  are  not  to  be 
trufted  to  judge  in  their  own  caufe,  and  we 
know  from  fad  experience,  that  many  bad 
men  have  (in  defiance  of  the  law)  driven 
away  and  fold  even  infedted  beafts,  not  only 
to  the  injury  of  the  buyers,  but  alfo  to  the 
hazard  of  all  the  country  through  which  they 
paffed,  and  of  the  neighbourhood  of  every 
place  they  were  driven  to ;  therefore  it  would 
not  be  right  that  any  man  Should  be  at  liber¬ 
ty  to  remove  his  cattle  at  pleafure,  when  the 
diftemper  is  within  a  mile.  What  I  with  for 
is  only,  that  a  power  might  be  given  to  the 
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juftlces  of  the  peace  to  grant  a  licence  for* 
fuch  removal,  when  upon  full  examination 
of  the  cafe  it  fhall  appear  to  them,  that  it 
may  be  done  with  fafety  to  the  public.  Such 
a  power  as  this  would  provide  a  remedy 
again  ft  the  inconveniences  of  this  claufe, 
would  be  a  great  relief  to  owners  of  cattle  in 
all  inftances  where  a  removal  is  reafonable, 
and  would  probably  deter  every  one  from  at¬ 
tempting  to  remove  in  a  clandeftine  manner. 
And  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  every  iuftice  of 
the  peace  would  be  as  careful  and  impartial 
in  difcharging  this  truft,  as  magift rates  of 
health  ought  to  be  in  a  time  of  the  plague, 
in  ufing  the  power  committed  tc  them  for 
the  good  of  the  public.  Nor  docs  it  feem 
poftible,  in  either  of  thefe  cafes,  for  any  ge¬ 
neral  law  to  provide  again  ft  all  emergencies, 
in  fuch  manner  as  the  public  fafety  may  hap¬ 
pen  to  require. 

Another  thing  I  wifti  for  is,  to'  have  the 
law  about  killing  and  burying  the  fick  cattle 
effectually  executed  ;  but  with  this  alteration, 
that  the  owners  Ihould  be  paid  the  full  value 
of  fuch  cattle.  This  law  feems  to  be  ex¬ 
tremely  well  calculated  to  ftop  the  diftemper 
in  any  herd  where  it  is  begun,  and  of  courfe 

to 

<  S.J 


\ 


(  5  ) 

to  prevent  its  being  conveyed  to  other  herds., 
For,  if  a  beaffc  is  killed  and  buried  as  foon 
as  ever  it  is  feized  with  the  diilemper,  the 
further  infedlion  of  the  air  and  of  the  ground 
(which  muft  otherwife  nece'ffarily  enfue) 
from  the  breath,  perforation,  excrements, 
and  other  difcharges  of  the  fick  bead:  during 
the  whole  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  is  thereby 
prevented.  Thus  in  the  difeafes  of  mankind, 
it  is  well  known,  that  the  fmall-pox,  and 
other  contagious  diftempers,  are  not  near  fo 
infectious  in  the  beginning  as  when  they  are 
come  to  their  heighth.  How  often  do  we 
fee,  that  one  perfon  of  a  family  falls  fick  of 
the  fmall-pox,  and  tho’  the  reft,  having  not 
had  it,  converfe  with  and  attend  him  at  firft, 
before  they  know  what  the  difeafe  is ;  yet 
upon  his  being  removed  out  of  the  houfe  as 
foon  as  the  eruption  appears,  the  whole  fa¬ 
mily  remains  well  ?  Whereas,  if  they  had 
continued  to  attend  during  the  whole  illnefs, 
it  is  probable  that  very  few  of  them,  and 
perhaps  none  at  all,  wmuld  have  efcaped  the 
infection.  So  if  all  fick  beafts  were  to  be  as 
timely  removed,  might  it  not  prove  a  like 
fecurity  to  the  reft  of  the  herd  ?  And  if  thofe 
beafts  were  to  be  killed  and  buried  imme- 

hr  -■  . 

diately 


(  6  ) 

d lately  upon  fuch  removal,  there  could  be 
then  no  further  danger  from  them.  Eut  if 
they  are  fuffered  to  live  till  the  diftemper  is 
fo  far  advanced,  that  the  large  and  loathfome 
running  at  the  noftrils,  the  abominable  foe¬ 
tid  fcouring,  and  other  noxious  difcharges 
come  on,  the  grounds  where  they  are  kept 
mult  be  as  undoubtedly  infedted,  as  a  fm all¬ 
pox  room  in  the  higheft  virulence  of  that  dif¬ 
temper.  And  if  the  grounds  are  once  infedt- 
ed,  who  can  tell  how  far,  and  by  how  many 
ways  the  infedtion  may  be  conveyed  from 
them  to  other  grounds  5  befides  what  the 
current  of  the  air  can  communicate  to  cattle 

j  '  ■  v  •  t  ■ 

at  a  diftance  ?  May  it  not  happen  from  cattle 
breaking  pafture,  and  coming  into  thefe 
grounds  ?  May  it  not  be  carried  by  men 
walking  through  them  to  other  fields  ?  May 
not  dogs  carry  it  yet  further,  if,  by  rolling 
on  the  ground,  they  fhould  daub  their  bo¬ 
dies  with  the  venomous  filth,  and  rub  it  off 
in  other  paftures  at  feveral  miles  diftance  ? 
May  it  not  be  conveyed  in  the  fame  manner 
bv  foxes  and  other  animals,  which  ramble  a 
great  way  in  the  night,  unfeen,  and  there¬ 
fore  unfufpedted  ?  And  as  fome  farmers 
have  had  their  cattle  feized  with  the  diftem- 
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per,  when  they  could  find  out  no  way  how 
they  came  by  it ;  when  they  had  bought  in 
no  new  flock,  nor  had  their  cattle  had  any 
known  communication  with  any  infedled 
herd,  neither  was  the  diflemper  any  where 
very  near  them  :  may  it  not  be  fuppofed  that 
it  was  brought  to  them  by  fome  of  thofe  in- 
fenfible  ways  ?  Nor  can  there  be  any  fecurity 
to  any  man,  whatever  care  he  takes  himfelf, 
while  there  are  grounds  thus  infedled.  But‘ 
if  all  cattle  were  to  be  killed  in  the  very  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  diflemper,  before  any  of  thefe 
noxious  evacuations  were  come  on,  as  there 
could  be  no  grounds  thus  tainted,  all  thefe 
ways  of  propagating  the  diflemper  would  be 
cut  off. 

The  farmers,  however,  will  not  be  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  to  kill  their  cattle,  as  things  fland 
at  prefen t.  They  difregard  the  law,  and  are 
only  guided  by  their  own  interefl,  as  they 
reckon  it  to  be  according  to  their  calculation. 
They  fay  the  bounty  is  fo  fmall,  that  it  is 
not  worth  their  while ;  and  they  rather  choofe 
to  run  the  hazard  for  the  fake  of  a  few  which 
recover,  than  to  make  fure  of  fo  much  money 
as  the  bounty  comes  to  by  killing  ;  though, 
that  would  be  at  the  fame  time  the  beft 
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means  to  preferve  the  reft  of  their  cattle. 
But  thus  they  judge  and  adt,  though  it  feems 
plain  that  they  often  miftake  their  own  inte- 
reft  :  for  it  is  highly  probable,  that,  in  many 
inftances  at  leaft,  they  might  fave  more  of 
their  herd  found  and  free  from  the  diftemper 
if  they  would  kill  as  foon  as  any  hearts  are 
feized,  and  not  let  them  live  to  infedt  the 
j*eft,  than  do  now  recover  from  it :  betides 
that  they  might  be  paid  for  thofe  they  killed, 
and  their  grounds  and  buildings,  as  being  little 
if  at  all  tainted,  would  much  fooner  be  fit  to 
receive  a  new  ftock  in  the  room  of  thofe 
which  were  killed.  How  many  herds  of 
cows  might  probably  have  been  faved,  if  a 
new-bought  fuckling  calf  or  two  had  been 
killed  and  buried  as  foon  as  ever  they  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  the  leaft  out  of  order  ?  And 
fuppofe  feme  had  been  killed  by  miftake, 
when  their  diforder  was  not  the  dijlemper , 
what  great  harm  or  lofs  would  there  have 
been  in  it  ?  What  proportion  does  the  value 
of  a  young  fuckling  calf  bear  to  that  of  a 
herd  of  cows  ?  Why  then  will  any  man  run 
fo  great  a  hazard  for  fuch  a  trifle,  when  there 
is  the  leaft  room  to  fufpedt  any  infeftion  ? 
So  alfo  if  a  man  has  bought  a  new  cow  oi* 
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two,  and  even  after  putting  them  to  his  herd, 
he  fhould  difcover  the  firft  fymptoms  of  the 
diftemper  upon  them,  is  there  not  a  proba¬ 
bility,  that  by  removing  and  killing  thefe 
immediately  he  might  fave  his  old  Hock,  and 
keep  his  farm  free  from  infection  ?  Or  if  he 
has  bought  a  drove  of  cattle,  which  he  has 
put  into  a  pafture  by  themfelves,  and  one  or 
more  of  them  fhould  appear  to  be  feized  with 
the  diftemper,  it  does  not  follow  that  all  of 
them  are  infedted  $  but  very  poffibly,  if  the 
lick  are  removed  and  killed  immediately, 
many  of  the  drove  may  prove  to  be  found, 
and  continue  well :  though  if  all  of  them 
fhould  be  fuffered  to  remain  together,  they 
would  probably  all  of  them  have  the  diftem¬ 
per,  by  receiving  the  infedlion  from  one  ano¬ 
ther.  Thus,  if  a  number  of  men  were  to 
pafs  together  in  a  body  in  the  way  of  infec¬ 
tion,  it  is  mo  ft  likely  fome  would  receive  it 
and  others  not.  Some  of  them  might  be 
more  expofed  to  the  infedlion,  or  meet  with 
effluvia  which  the  others  did  not,  or  might 
be  in  a  fitter  difpofition  of  body  to  receive  in¬ 
fedlion  than  the  reft.  Let  thole  men  be  fe- 
parated,  and  it  is  highly  probable  from  expe¬ 
rience,  that  fome  of  them  will  have  thatdif- 
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temper,  and  others  not.  On  the  contrary,  if 
all  of  them  fhould  be  lodged  in  the  fame 
hofpital,  and  in  one  common  ward,  it  is  a 
fmall  chance  perhaps  that  any  of  them  would 
eicape  it.  The  like  reafon  holds  with  men 
and  with  cattle,  in  infedious  diftempers : 
but  as  cattle  may  be  killed  out  of  the  way,  it 
fhould  feem  probable,  that  an  infedious  dif- 
temper  among  them  might  fooner  be  got  rid 
of  than  among  men.  And  in  the  cafe  of  the 
cattle,  we  need  not  long  hefitate,  from  fear  of 
a  miftake  in  applying  that  ialutary  rule  of 
Ovid, 

Immedicabile  vulnus 

Enje  reddendum ,  ne  pars  Jincera  t  rah  at  nr. 

Therefore,  I  wifh  that  the  law  about  kil¬ 
ling  might  be  ftridly  enforced,  and  that  the 
executing  of  it  may  not  be  left  to  the  owners, 
but  committed  wholly  to  the  care  of  infpec- 
tors :  that  thefe  infpedors  fhould  be  appoint¬ 
ed  and  direded  from  time  to  time  by  the 
quarter- feffio  ns :  that  they  fhould  be  fworn 
to  do  their  duty  faithfully,  both  in  killing 
and  eflimating  the  value  of  the  cattle  :  and 
that  they  fhould  be  properly  rewarded,  in 
proportion  to  the  time  and  trouble  which 
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their  office  ffiall  require,  according  to  the 
ftate  of  the  diftemper  in  their  feveral  diftri&s. 
To  thefe  infpedtors  all  farmers  and  owners  of 
cattle  might  be  obliged  to  give  notice,  upon 
the  f5rft  appearance  of  any  figns  of  the  dif¬ 
temper.  Or  even  if  they  were  to  give  no¬ 
tice  as  foon  as  any  of  their  cattle  were  out  of 
order  (unlefs  it  was  evidently  a  difeafe  of 
another  kind)  it  might  be  of  great  ufe ;  as 
the  infpedtors  muft  be  fuppofed  to  know  the 
diftemper  better  than  any  private  farmer,  es¬ 
pecially  one  who  has  not  had  it  before  :  for 
there  have  been  too  many  inftances  where 
farmers  have  Suffered  greatly  themfelves,  and 
hurt  their  neighbours  very  much,  for  want 
of  knowing  or  fufpefting  the  diftemper  in 
due  time.  And  1  wifti  the  full  value  may 
be  paid  to  the  owners,  becaufe  that  will 
make  them  eafy  and  willing  to  have  their 
cattle  killed  ;  though  even  then  they  will  be 
lofers,  for  want  of  flock  upon  their  lands  for 
fome  time,  in  the  room  of  thofe  beafts  which 
fhall  be  killed.  For  the  bounty  of  forty  (hil¬ 
lings  a  head  is  indeed  but  a  fmall  matter  for 
fuch  beafts  as  coft  fix,  or  feven,  or  eight 
pounds  a-piece  when  lean,  and  ought  to  be 
worth  ten  or  twelve  when  fat.  Of  fuch 
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cattle  as  thefe,  the  lofs  muft  come  very  hea¬ 
vy  upon  the  owners  ;  though  indeed  there  are 
but  a  few  of  this  fize  in  comparifon  with 

the  number  of  fmaller  ones.  But  be  the 
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cattle  of  more  or  lefs  value,  a  fum  of  money 
which  would  ruin  a  great  many  farmers, 
would  not  be  felt  by  the  nation.  How  many 
have  been  ruined,  or  at  leaf!;  fuffered  greatly  ? 
How  many  more  muft  have  been  ruined  if 
their  landlords  had  not  been  kind  to  them  ? 
How  many  little  farmers,  whofe  chief  de- 
pendance  is  on  their  cattle,  are  in  daily  dan¬ 
ger  of  ruin,  if  the  diftemper  fliould  come 
among  them  ?  For  fome  landlords  (efpe- 
cialiy  thofe  of  the  little  farmers)  cannot  af¬ 
ford  to  be  generous  to  their  tenants,  how 
much  foever  they  may  be  inclined  to  it. 
And  as  it  is  a  public  concern,  ought  not  the 
expence  to  be  borne  by  the  public  ?  At  leaft, 
what  harm  could  there  be  in  trying  the  ex¬ 
periment  for  one  year?  Who  that  has  any  re¬ 
gard  for  the  good  of  his  country,  or  rightly 
confiders  his  own  intereft,  would  be  unwilling 
to  contribute  his  proportion  ?  This  would  be  a 
fair  trial,  how  far  killing  the  cattle  in  a  proper 
manner  can  anfwer  towards  putting  an  end  to 
the  diftemper  3  which  we  can  hardly  form 
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any  judgment  about  from  thofe  which  have 
been  hitherto  killed,  at  leaft  in  thefe  parts : 
for  fo  far  as  I  have  been  informed,  moft  of 
them  for  which  the  bounty  was  paid  were 
not  killed  immediately .  The  farmers  ufed  to 
wait  to  fee  which  beafts  could  recover,  and 
which  of  them  (fo  far  as  they  could  judge) 
muft  neceffarily  die.  Thofe  which  could 
live,  they  let  live,  becaufe  the  beafts  were 
worth  more  than  the  bounty.  They  killed 
none  but  fuch  as  they  defpaired  of,  and  fome- 
times  would  not  give  them  over  till  the  beafts 
were  juft  ready  to  expire,  and  had  lived  long 
enough  to  do  alrnoft  all  the  mifchief  they 
could,  in  tainting  the  air  and  paftures :  then 
they  killed' them  and  claimed  the  bounty  for 
them,  as  the  bounty  was  better  than  a  dying 
beaft,  of  which  they  could  make  no  profit. 
That  word  immediately ,  though  fo  very  pro¬ 
per,  and  the  chief  defign  of  the  whole,  was 
overlooked  at  firft,  in  a  great  meafure  at  leaft. 
And  fince  it  has  been  explained  more  ftri&ly 
by  a  fubfequent  law,  very  few  cattle,  fo  far 
gs  I  have  heard,  hav£  been  killed  at  all. 

But  the  killing  them  immediately  appears 
to  me  to  be  the  moft  likely,  if  not  the  only 
human  means  left  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  diftem- 
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per :  for  as  to  a  cure,  it  is  not  only  contrary 
to  law  to  attempt  it,  but  I  think  there  is  very 
little  room  to  hope  for  it  from  any  remedies, 
after  we  have  feen  fo  many  propofed  and 
tried  in  vain.  Nor  do  the  appearances,  upon 
opening  the  bodies  of  cattle  that  have  died  of 
it,  afford  us  any  profpedt  of  fuccefs  from 
medicines.  I  have  heard  indeed  of  but  few 
inflances  of  opening  any  cattle  which  have 
died  of  this  prefent  diflemper,  and  thofe  only 
at  the  beginning  of  it  •,  but  from  the  account 
of  the  diflemper  here  in*  1714,  and  of  thofe 
cattle  which  were  then  opened ;  and  alfo 
from  that  given  by  Ramazzini  -f,  profeffor 
of  phyfic  at  Padua,  of  the  diflemper  in  Italy  in 
17 1 1,  where  the  opening  was  under  the  in- 
fpedtion  of  two  famous  profeffors  of  anatomy ; 
I  think  it  appears,  that  our  prefent  diflemper 
is  very  nearly,  if  not  altogether  the  fame  with 
thofe  in  the  external  fymptoms :  and  if  fo,  it 
feems  probable,  that  if  we  were  to  make  a 
further  fearch  by  opening,  it  would  be  found 
to  be  the  fame  within  ;  and  therefore,  that 

*  See  Philofophical  Tranfadtions. 

f  See  his  oration  on  this  fubjedt,  which  was  pro¬ 
nounced  before  the  univerfity,  md  dedicated  to  the  doge 
©f  Venice. 
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we  have  no  reafon  to  hope  for  more  aiTiftance 
from  art  than  they  could  find.  We  were  fo 
happy  in  the  year  1714,  as  to  lofe  but  a  few 
cattle  *,  and  by  timely  killing  to  get  rid  of 
the  diftemper  in  about  fix  months.  Whereas 
in  Italy  it  continued  for  fome  years,  and  raged 
to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  deftroy  almofl  all  the 
cattle  in  the  territories  of  Rome,  Venice,  and 
fome  other  hates  of  that  country.  It  was  fo 
very  mortal  there,  that  only  here  and  there 
one  recovered ;  and  thole  few  rather  by 
chance,  fays  Ramazzini,  than  by  the  help  of 
medicines :  and  though  the  diftemper  has 
been  lefs  fatal  with  us,  fo  that  many  cattle 
have  recovered  in  the  whole  ;  yet  has  their 
recovery  been  owing  to  medicines,  and  not 
rather  to  their  having  the  diftemper  only  in  a 
fmall  degree  ?  Do  not  thofe  which  have  it 
but  flightly  recover,  whether  they  take  any 
medicines  or  not  ?  And  is  there  any  one  of 
all  the  remedies  that  have  been  contrived  now 
in  eight  years,  which  can  be  depended  upon 

*  There  died  in  Middlefex,  Eftex,  and  Surry,  near 
6000,  of  which  the  chief  part  belonged  to  the  cow* 
keepers  about  London ;  and  there  was  but  little  of  the 
diftemper  in  any  other  counties  fo  far  as  I  can  find. 

as 
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as  of  any  fervice  where  the  difeafe  is  violent  ? 
Several  of  them  we  know,  when  firft  ufed, 
were  cried  up  as  infallible ;  which,  upon 
further  trial,  have  been  laid  afide  as  ufelefs  at 
lead,  if  not  hurtful.  Bleeding,  and  the  cool¬ 
ing  method  have  been  ufed  without  fuccefs  5 
and  hot  medicines  have  been  given  by  the 
cow-do£tors  and  others  to  as  little  purpofe. 
Tar  and  tar- water,  jefuits-bark,  oil,  brine, 
fea-water,  and  even  the  famous  powder  of  a 
certain  phyfician,  with  a  long  lift  of  other 
prefcriptions,  have  all  been  found  to  fail. 
Nor  has  good  nurfing,  keeping  them  warm 
in  houfes  well  littered  with  ftraw,  and  giv¬ 
ing  them  warm  mafhes  and  foft  nourifhing 
liquors,  fucceeded  any  better.  Nay,  fo  far  from 
it,  that,  in  fome  herds  at  leaft,  fewer  cattle 
have  recovered  which  have  been  thus  ma¬ 
naged,  and  carefully  attended  day  and  night, 
than  of  thofe  which  have  been  left  to  them- 
felves  in  the  open  air.  So  that  I  think  upon 
the  whole,  we  may  fay  with  Virgil,  in  his  de- 
fcription  of  a  plague  among  cattle,  Qucefitceque 
nocent  artes.  And  it  feems  to  be  time  to  add 
with  him,  cejfere  magijlri ;  and  to  give  up  all 
thoughts  of  medicines,  at  leaft  till  this  method 

of 


(  1 7  ) 

of  killing  has  been  fairly  tried.  For  every  new. 
remedy  that  is  propofed  and  tried,  mu  ft  pro¬ 
long  the  infection  of  the  air  in  that  place, 
and  of  the  grounds  in  which  the  cattle  are 
kept;  and  if  it  fails,  as  all  have  hitherto 
done,  muft  endanger  the  fpreading  of  the 
diftemper  yet  further. 

Altho5  it  is  granted,  that  fome  cattle  have 
the  diftemper  in  a  favourable  manner,  and  re¬ 
cover,  yet  let  no  one  be  any  longer  fhocked 
at  the  thoughts  of  killing  ;  fince  the  deiign 
of  it  is  to  flop  the  diftemper,  and  to  fave  a 
multitude  by  killing  a  few.  For  may  not 
thofe  cattle,  which  have  it  favourably,  com¬ 
municate  it  to  others,  which  may  have  it  in 
the  moft  defperate  manner ;  as  we  fee  in  the 
fmall-pox  among  men  ?  In  this  we  are  juft- 
ly  afraid  of  infedlion  from  the  moft  kindly 
fort,  knowing  that  it  may  produce  the 
moft  malignant  and  fatal  kind,  according  to 
the  conftitution  it  meets  with,  and  other 
concurrent  circumftances.  And  what  is  the 
value  of  ail  the  cattle,  which  would  recover 
in  a  year,  or  in  feveral  years,  (and  the  ques¬ 
tion  can  be  only  about  thefe,  not  about  thofe 
which  would  die)  when  compared  with  .a 
profpedt  of  putting  an  end  to  the  diftemper  ? 

D  The 
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The  number  which  have  recovered  in  any 
one  year  could  hardly  be  milted  in  the  nation. 
And  if  only  a  part  of  them  had  been  killed, 
it  might  poffibly  have  preferved  the  reft  from 
being  feized  at  all,  as  well  as  vaft  numbers 
which  have  died.  And  what  is  the  expence, 
of  paying  for  as  many  as  have  ever  recovered 
in  any  one  year,  if  it  is  to  be  borne  by  the 
public  ? 

If  this  method  of  killing  all  the  cattle,  as 
foon  as  the  firftfymptoms  of  the  diftemper 
appear,  Ihould  be  put  in  pradtice,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  that  no  farmers  or  owners  of  cattle 
would  difobey  the  laws ;  which  at  prefent,  it 
is  notorious,  are  too  little  regarded.  There 
would  then  be  no  temptation  to  bad  men,  to 
fell  or  drive  infedted  beafts  ;  as  they  would 
know,  they  ihould  be  paid  the  value  of  them, 
if  killed  according  to  law.  And  if  any  owners 
of  cattle  ihould  negiedt  to  give  notice  to  the 
infpedtors,  for  above  twenty-four  hours,  after 
they  had  reafon  to  fufpedt  the  diftemper  to  be 
among  their  herd  ;  they  would  juftly  deferve 
to  be  excluded  from  the  benefit,  and  to  have 
their  beafts  killed  without  any  allowance.  Or 
if  any  ihould  offer  to  fell  any  beafts  from  a 
fufpedled  herd  (except  only  fuch  fat  ones  as 
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appeared  to  be  found,  and  were  to  be  killed 
immediately,  and  within  a  mile)  would  not 
iuch  perfons  deferve  to  be  punifhed,  and  at  the 
lead  as  far  as  the  value  of  fuch  beads  ?  But 
if  any  man  fhould  prefume  to  fell,  drive,  or 
remove  any  cattle,  knowing  them  to  be  in- 
fedted,  or  that  the  herd  from  which  they 
were  taken  is  infedted ;  would  not  fuch  a  man 
deferve  a  much  greater  punifhment,  than  any 
the  law  has  yet  appointed  ?  If  it  was  only 
cheating  the  buyers  of  fo  much  money  as 
fhould  be  paid  for  the  cattle,  this  would  be 
but  petty  villainy  5  but  to  fell  infection  know¬ 
ingly,  to  be  fpread  no  body  knows  how  far, 
is  a  crime  that  wants  a  name.  Is  not  this 
crime  to  be  compared  to  that  of  wilfully  fett- 
ing  fire  to  a  houfe  or  town  ?  May  mot  the 
confequences  of  felling  fuch  infedted  beafts 
(for  no  body  can  tell  how  far  they  may  ex¬ 
tend)  be  as  bad  or  even  worfe,  than  from 
wilfully  fetting  fire  to  a  houfe,  or  a  town  ? 
And  ought  not  every  honed  man  to  be  as 
indudrious,  in  detedting  and  bringing  to  juf- 
tice  fuch  villains  as  thefe,  as  he  would  be 
in  taking  a  houfe-breaker,  or  in  difcovering 
an  incendiary  ?  How  many  indances  have 
we  had  of  the  didemper  being  brought  again 
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into  this  county,  as  well  as  many  others  (af¬ 
ter  it  had  ceafed  with  us  or  them  for  a  while) 
by  droves  of  infected  beads,  both  fat  and  lean; 
and  of  its  being  propagated  from  one  herd  to 
another,  to  the  deArudtion  of  great  numbers 
of  cattle  ?  What  havock  has  been  made  by 
one  drove  of  fucking  calves,  which  being 
brought  to  market,  have  been  fold  and  dif* 
perfed  among  a  great  many  farmers  ?  Has 
not  evejry  farmer,  who  carried  home  a  Angle 
Calf,  carried  with  it  the  infedtion  to  his  herd 
of  cows  ?  And  has  it  not  been  fpread  from 
them  to  the  herds  of  other  farmers,  who 
bought  no  calves  ?  Can  thefe  infedted  cattle 
be  thus  brought  to  market  without  a  crime 
in  fome  perfons  ?  And  ought  we  not  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  detebt  and  punifli  the  criminals  ? 

How  the  money  is  to  be  raifed  to  defray 
the  expence  o>  this  fcheme,  I  leave  to  the 
wifdom  of  the  legiflature,  if  they  fhali  think 
it  worthy  of  their  conAderation.  But  I  may 
venture  to  tell  you  fome  thoughts  I  have  had 
about  it.  I  have  thoueht  of  two  kinds  of 
tax,  both  fo  eafy  as  to  be  almoft  infen  Able. 
The  firft  is  of  one  penny  or  two-pence  in  the 
pound  upon  all  lands  and  tenements,  &c.  to 
be  colledted  at  the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fame 
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manner  as  the  land-tax,  and  by  the  fame  per- 
fons,  but  without  any  fee  or  reward :  and 
that  the  landlord  fhould  allow  half  of  it,  and 
the  tenant  pay  half.  The  other  is  a  tax  of 
one  fhilling  a  year  upon  every  ox,  bull,  cow, 
fleer,  and  heifer ;  and  this  likewife  to  be  di¬ 
vided  equally  between  the  landlord  and  the 
tenant,  and  to  be  colledled  in  the  fame  way. 
The  money  thus  collected  and  paid  to  the 
receivers-general  for  the  feveral  counties, 
might  be  paid  by  them  immediately,  fo  far 
as  it  would  go,  to  fuch  claimants  as  fhould 
bring  proper  certificates  from  the  quarter- 
feffions.  And  where  there  fhall  be  no  clai¬ 
mants,  or  not  enough  to  take  all  the  money, 
fuch  unclaimed  money  might  be  paid  into  a 
proper  office  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe: 
and  the  juflices  at  the  quarter-feffionsof  every 
county,  where  the  money  raifed  fhall  not  be 
fufficient  to  anfwer  the  demands,  might  be 
impowered  to  call  for  lo  much  of  it,  as  fhall 
be  wanted  to  pay  the  feveral  remaining  clai¬ 
mants.  But  if  the  money  raifed  in  all  the 
kingdom  fhall  not  be  enough  to  pay  all  the 
claimants,  for  that  year,  or  for  fo  long  as  it 
fhall  be  thought  proper  to  try  this  method ; 
fuch  deficiency  might  be  made  good  by  a 

fur- 


{  22  } 

farther  continuance  of  the  fame  lax,  fo  long 
as  fliall  be  neceflary  for  that  purpofe  and  no 
longer,  and  only  in  fuch  proportion  of  the 
tax  as  the  deficiency  fhall  require.  And  if 
we  fhould  be  fo  happy  as  to  fucceed  in  putting 
an  effe£tual  flop  to  the  diftemper,  and  there 
fhould  be  any  money  left ;  then,  after  the 
diftemper  fhall  have  ceafed  for  two  or  three 
years  throughout  the  kingdom,  fuch  overplus 
money  might  be  divided,  and  paid  to  the  re- 
fpediive  treafurers  of  the  feveral  counties,  in 
proportion  to  what  each  county  paid  of  it ; 
which  would  fave  the  railing  of  fo  much 
money  by  the  ufual  county- levies.  And  what 
landlord  would  grudge  to  pay  four  (hillings 
and  two-pence,  or  eight  (hillings  and  four- 
pence,  for  every  hundred  pounds  a  year ;  or 
fix-pence  a  head  for  as  many  cattle  as  his  te¬ 
nants  keep,  towards  infuring  his  tenants  cattle, 
and  in  confequence  his  own  rent  ?  What 
tenant  would  think  much  to  pay  the  fame  to 
have  his  cattle  infured  ?  How  eafy  is  the  in- 
furance,  if  it  will  anfwer  ?  And  that  the  fum 
propofed  would  be  fufficient  feems  very  pro¬ 
bable.  For  though  it  may  be  faid,  that  in 
forne  years  many  more  cattle  have  had  the 
diftemper  than  this  money  could  pay  for ; 

yet 
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yet  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that  if  this  method 
of  killing  had  been  pradtifed,  the  fpreading 
of  the  didemper  might  have  been  fo  much 
prevented,  that  but  a  fmall  proportion  of 
thofe  beafts  might  have  had  it.  But  if  ever 
there  fhould  be  fo  many  cattle  feized  with  it 
in  any  one  year,  notwithdanding  this  method, 
it  mud  be  allowed  by  every  one,  that  the  ca¬ 
lamity  will  then  be  fo  great,  as  to  call  for 
the  moil  careful  attention  of  the  public,  in 
order  to  contrive  fome  more  effectual  fchemes 
If  it  fhould  be  objedfed,  that  it  is  hard  upon 
the  owners  and  occupiers  of  houfes,  or  even 
of  lands  which  are  ufed  only  for  the  plough, 
to  pay  their  (hare  of  a  pound-tax  :  I  anfwer, 
that  it  is  a  trifle,  which  can  hurt  no  one  from 
the  highed  to  the  lowed: ;  that  it  is  for  the 
benefit  of  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  men  what- 
foever  ;  and  therefore  no  one  ought  to  grudge 
his  proportion.  For  not  only  does  the  plenty 
or  fcarcity  of  provifions  affect  all,  but  the 
good  or  bad  date  of  the  farmers  is  of  public 
concern.  Thus  a  large  exportation  of  corn 

O  1 

is  a  public  benefit,  as  it  brings  a  great  deal  of 

money  into  the  nation :  for  thcf  the  imme- 
¥ 

diate  advantage  is  to  the  farmers,  yet  the 
money  circulates  from  them  through  all 

hands. 
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hands.  And  if  the  farmers  are  diftreffed  by 
any  calamity,  they  cannot  feffer  alone :  their 
landlords  mad  feel  it  too ;  and  all  trade,  which 
depends  upon  the  farmers  or  their  landlords, 
mud  be  affedled  by  it.  Therefore  let  no 
tradefman,  either  in  the  country  or  in  Lon¬ 
don,  grumble  at  his  (hare  of  a  pound-rate, 
towards  promoting  fuch  a  public  good,  in 
which  he  himfelf  too  is  fo  much  concerned. 
Let  anyone  think,  whether  the  land-owners 
and  the  farmers,  (who  mud  pay  the  mod  to¬ 
wards  fuch  a  tax)  will  not  have  reafon  to 
complain  if  the  whole  is  laid  upon  them  ; 
while  others,  who  are  to  receive  the  benefit, 
and  can  as  well  afford  their  proportion,  are 
excufed.  And  as  to  ploughed  farms,  it  is  for 
the  intereft  of  their  owners  and  tenants  to 
have  the  diftemper  flopped ;  and  that  not 
only  with  regard  to  provifions,  but  becaufe, 
if  the  diftemper  continues,  many  grazing 
lands  mud  be  turned  to  the  plough,  and  of 
courfe  corn  mud  be  the  cheaper  :  befides 
that  there  are  very  few  plough-farmers  who 
do  not  keep  feme  horned  cattle,  either  for  the 
ufe  of  the  plough,  or  for  milk,  or  both ;  and 
as  the  tax  is  fo  little,  it  is  well  worth  their 
while  to  pay  it,  even  to  have  a  fmall  number 
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of  cattle  infured.  In  fhort,  there  is  no  con-* 
dition  of  men,  who  are  not  liable  to  be  un-* 
fpeakably  greater  lofers  by  the  continuance 
of  the  diflemper,  than  they  can  be  by  contri¬ 
buting  to  this  tax*  And  tho’  in  the  article 
of  provifions  we  have  not  hitherto  been  much 
fenfible  of  the  effe&s  of  the  diflemper  5  yet* 
if  it  goes  on,  who  can  tell  how  foon  we  may 
perceive  them  more  ?  Therefore  my  propofal 
is,  to  try  to  flop  it  in  time  3  before  the  cala¬ 
mity  arrives  to  fuch  a  degree  as  has  been  felt 
by  other  nations.  Strong  and  dreadful  is  the 
account  given  by  the  before-mentioned  Ra- 
mazzini,  of  the  general  confirmation  of  peo¬ 
ple  of  all  ranks  in  Italy  on  this  occafion  in 
1 7 1 1 .  Mceret  rujlicana  plehs>  into  ftupet  at - 
tonita%-^— Mcerorem  dijjimulare  neqneunt  cives> 
&  nobiles  viri,  dum prcedia  fua>  &  villas^  prce - 
dpao  ornatn ,  &  patrimonio  orb  at  as  intelUgunt , 
atque  etiam  vident*  T rijlatur ,  ac  dolet  pleas 
nr b ana ,  dam  annonce  *,  rerumque  omnium ,  quce 
ad  viBum  fpe&ant ,  caritatem  brevi  Jecuturam 
prcenofcit .  Nemo  eft  igitur ,  qucecnmque fit  ejus 

conditio ,  qui  damnum  aliquod  non  fend at ,  & 
gr  avion  a  quoque  non.  timeat. 

*  A  fcarcity  of  corn  is  here  mentioned,  becaufe,  as 
you  know,  Sir,  in  Italy  they  ploughed  chiefly,  if  not 
altogether*  with  oxen. 

What 
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What  1  have  hitherto  faid  relates  to  flopp¬ 
ing  the  diftemper  where  it  is.  The  next  thing 
to  be  wifhed  is,  that  fo  long  as  it  does  conti¬ 
nue  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  fome  more 
effectual  means  could  be  found  out,  to  fecure 
the  lean  cattle,  as  they  come  from  the  breed¬ 
ing  countries,  and  the  fat  ones  on  the  road 
to  London,  from  receiving  the  infedlion  by 
the  way,  and  carrying  it  into  the  feveral  parts 
to  which  they  are  driven.  I  mention  fat 
beads,  becaufe  thefe  muft  be  kept  in  the 
fields  about  London  till  they  are  killed ;  and 
fome  of  them,  not  being  quite  fat,  have  been 
often  bought  to  be  fent  further  into  the  coun¬ 
try  and  fed  longer :  and  by  both  thefe  ways 
much  damage  has  been  occafioned  by  thofe 
called  fat  beads  brought  to  Smithfield ;  be- 
fides  the  infedtion  they  fpread  upon  the  road, 
and  in  their  lodgings,  in  the  way  to  London. 
With  a  view  to  prevent  danger  of  this  kind 
I  have  two  propofals  to  make. 

The  fird  is,  that  a  particular  account  fhould 
be  fent  from  time  to  time  to  fome  perfon  or 
perfons  to  be  appointed  at  London,  from  all 
places  where  the  didemper  fliall  happen  to 
be,  under  a  proper  penalty  upon  the  owners 
of  the  cattle  and  the  parifli  officers  for  neg- 
•  ledt ; 
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led: :  that  thefe  accounts  fhould  be  printed 
In  the  Gazette ;  which  all  drovers  fhould  be 
required  to  obferve,  fo  as  not  to  drive  their 
cattle  nearer  to  any  infeded  places  mentioned 
in  any  Gazette,  than  a  certain  limited  dis¬ 
tance,  after  fuch  Gazette  (being  Sent  by  pub¬ 
lic  authority  to  every  poft-houfe  and  to  every 
market-town  in  the  kingdom)  can  by  the 
courfe  of  the  poll:  come  within  their  know¬ 
ledge  ;  but  to  change  their  road,  and  drive 
round  about  to  avoid  it,  as  often  as  there 
fhall  be  occaiion.  By  this  means  every  drover 
from  Scotland,  Wales,  and  the  breeding 
counties  of  England,  would  know  every 
county,  and  every  part  of  it,  where  the  dif- 
temper  fhall  be  at  the  time  of  their  Setting 
out,  and  fettle  their  rout  accordingly  •  and 
likewife  be  informed  upon  the  road  of  all  the 
new  places,  where  it  fhall  be  broke  out  after 
they  began  their  journey.  And  this  notice 
might  be  Some  fatisfadion  to  the  graziers 
and  farmers  who  want  to  buy  cattle  ;  as  they 
alfo  could  know  where  the  diftemper  fhall 
be  at  any  time  ;  whether  in  the  road  which 
that  fort  of  beads  they  want  to  buy  fhould 
come;  and,  if  fo,  might  make  enquiry  what 
care  the  drovers  have  taken  to  Shun  it. 
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The  fecond  propofal  for  the  fecurity  of 
drove  cattle  is  concerning  their  feeding  and 
lodging :  that  they  fhould  not  be  taken  or 
put  into  any  ground  to  feed  or  lodge,  where 
any  beads  have  died  of  the  didemper,  or 
where  any  of  their  litter  or  dung  has  been 
left  unburied,  in  lefs  time  than  a  year  from 
the  death  of  the  lad:  bead;  or  into  any  ground 
where  lick  beads  have  been  killed  according 
to  law,  in  lefs  time  than  three  months  from 
the  killing  of  the  lad  bead  ;  that  they  fhould 
not  be  fed  with  any  hay  or  dover  which  has 
been  near  any  infedion,  op  with  hay  made 
from  grafs  in  which  didempered  cattle  have 
been  fed  within  dx  months  before  the  mow¬ 
ing  of  fuch  grafs ;  and  that  a  due  penalty 
*  fhould  be  inflided  upon  every  offender  in  any 
of  thefe  particulars.  It  may  be  judly  fuf- 
peded,  that  many  private  farmers,  who  have 
had  the  didemper  feveral  times,  have  not 
been  cautious  enough  in  thefe  refpeds  upon 
their  own  grounds ;  and  have  therefore  not 
only  differed  themfelves,  but  alfo  expofed 
their  neighbours  to  hazard  and  lofs,  by 
bringing  a  new  dock  too  foon  into  the  paf- 
tures,  where  their  former  cattle  had  died. 
And  it  is  notorious,  that,  for  want  of  proper 
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care  of  this  fort  upon  the  public  roads,  great 
numbers  of  beafts,  which  came  found  front 
the  breeding  countries,  have  taken  the  infcc- 
tion  on  the  journey,  and  brought  it  into  this 
and  other  counties,  where  it  has  foon  after 
broke  out  upon  them.  If  then  the  paftures 
and  lodgings  upon  the  roads  are  not  taken 
care  of,  but  remain  infected  from  time  to 
time,  how  can  we  expedt  to  fee  an  end  of 
the  diftemper  ? 

But  if  it  fhould  be  thought,  that  drove 
cattle  might  be  fafely  put  into  paftures,  where 
the  diftemper  has  been  within  lefs  time  than 
what  I  have  propofed  :  I  will  not  fay,  that 
in  no  cafe  it  can  be  done.  It  will  however 
be  granted,  that  in  the  cafe  of  paftures  upon 
the  public  roads  it  is  proper  to  take  a  full 
time,  in  order  to  be  as  fecure  as  poflible. 
Therefore  might  it  not  be  right,  to  forbid 
cattle  being  put  fooner  into  fuch  paftures,  at 
lealf  without  a  certificate  from  a  juftice  of 
the  peace,  fetting  forth,  that  he  is  welkin- 
formed  of  the  premifes,  and  fatisfied  that 
thofe  paftures  have  not  only  been  cleanfed, 
either  by  feeding  off  the  grafs  very  bare  with 
horfes,  hogs,  and  fheep,  or  by  cutting  and 
burning  any  grafs  which  thefe  may  have  left, 
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and  by  gathering  up  and  burying  or  burning 
all  litter,  dung,  &c.  but  alfo  been  well  pu¬ 
rified  by  rains,  fnow,  floods,  or  frofts  ?  Or 
might  it  not  be  ftill  better,  if  all  thefe  lodgers 
of  cattle  were  obliged  to  have  a  certificate 
yearly,  (or  oftener  when  occafion  requires) 
by  which  it  may  appear  to  all  drovers  and 
others,  who  want  to  hire  pafture,  either  that 
the  diftemper  has  not  been  at  all  in  thofe 
lands,  or  elfe  that  they  have  been  clear  of  it 
for  fuch  a  time  -7  and  that  their  hay  and  ftover 
are  to  the  fatisfaCtion  of  the  juftice  free  front 
infection  ?  W ould  not  certificates  of  this 
kind  be  at  leaft:  as  ufeful  as  many  of  thofe 
which  are  already  required  ? 

Thefe  thoughts,  Sir,  are  laid  before  you 
from  a  fincere  view  to  the  good  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  :  let  the  intention  apologize  for  any  mif- 
take  or  inaccuracy  you  may  obferve  in  them* 
They  are  not  offered  as  a  complete  fcheme, 
but  as  hints  for  you  to  correCt  and  bring 
to  perfection, 

I  am,  Sir, 


Your  moft  humble  fer 


